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when they first entered India, though the fact is hardly demonstrable ; but the theory is supposed to apply to the beginning of a clan anywhere.* What can be still noted of this process of aggregation of diverse families into circles of affinity does at any rate throw some light upon a question which is raised both by Maine in his Ancient Law, and by Mr M'Lennan in his Primitive Marriage. How, it is asked, has it come to pass that in those primitive societies which assume as their basis a common descent from one original stock one so constantly finds traces of alien descent? How came a variety of alien groups to coalesce into a local tribe ? The fiction of male adoption is suggested as the answer, but such adoption from alien stocks is quite unknown throughout India, where the adoption of a son is always made within the circle of relationship, ordinarily from the nearest kindred. The real explanation may, perhaps, be indicated by what we see in the hills and wolds of central India, where the different stocks congregate by force of circumstances, and tend to form a tribe, and clans within a tribe, under the name and prevailing influence of the most successful groups.
It has already been suggested that a group in its earlier stages pushes itself forward among and above other groups by the great advantage of possessing a vigorous leader who becomes a famous ancestor. So great is this
* Almost the whole population of Afghanistan is parcelled out into clans ; and in each of them the clansmen claim descent from a common ancestor. They are not exogarnous ; but it is probable that otherwise the process of their formation has been much the same as among the Kajputs. Ahmad Shah Abdali, a famous soldier, founded, like David, a royal tribe and the dynasty now reigning at Kabul.